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Stocked to the brim with canned goods, grab-and-go 
snacks and everything in between, the food pantry at 
Southeast Community College’s (SCC) Lincoln campus 
has become a symbol of care and consistency. 

The rigor of academia and the responsibilities of 
student life can be difficult for anyone to balance—a 
task which can become nearly impossible when 
experiencing food insecurity. 

“I had a young man that was in and he hadn’t had any 
food for three days,” said Maggie Hoke, the veteran 
admin in SCC’s Student Support Office who’s been 
stewarding the pantry for more than 10 years. “You 
can’t even study or do very well on a test if you 
haven’t had any food for three days.” 

Maggie isn’t the only one who cares deeply for the 
well-being of the folks who stop by her desk; what is 
now a fully-fledged pantry with ample shelving and a 

refrigerator for perishable items began as a closet of 
food bought personally by concerned SCC faculty. 

“We were trying to buy food out of the budget, and it 
was never enough. It was a real struggle at first until 
we partnered with the Food Bank—it’s been wonderful!” 

The pantry has evolved far past those humble 
beginnings to become a point of pride for students, 
staff and faculty alike. Whether it’s a student 
ambassador giving a tour to prospective freshmen or a 
department-wide holiday food drive, everyone at SCC 
takes care to encourage a culture of responsibility and 
understanding around this shared resource. 

“Being a community college, I lean so heavily on 
that word community,” shares Lori Romano, Dean of 
Students. “When you’re in community with people, 
you help each other out and you want everybody to 
be at their best.” 
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Did you know? The Food Bank of Lincoln also collaborates with college pantries at Bryan College of Health Sciences, 
Nebraska Wesleyan University, SCC Milford and the University of Nebraska-Lincoln to help ensure students of all ages have 
access to fuel for learning. Follow our social media to read more about hunger alleviation at these higher-ed institutions!
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 As a new school year gets underway, we think about 
the lessons in our lives, whether they are formally 
presented in a classroom or part of the human 
experience of daily life. 

What’s something you’re working to understand 
or something new you’ve learned? Who is helping 

you on this path to learning? Are you making space 
to learn and share learning with others?

“We talk as though we had no time for anything and live as 
though there were no end to time.” This quote, adapted from the Stoic philosopher 
Seneca, gave me serious pause.  

In my school days, I was a pretty good student. But if I were graded today on my 
ability to consistently slow down and be present, I would receive low marks. This is 
despite some intentional focus on how I spend my time. While I can note personal 
growth in this area, I know I’ll be a lifelong learner on this subject.  

It makes me especially grateful for people in my life who seem to be master 
instructors of living every moment with intention…the ones who provide a model 
and offer encouragement, especially when they see me struggling to learn. They 
provide a nourishing commitment because they want me to share the benefit of 
understanding. 

Helping each other prepare for the challenges of learning and life is important. 
Nourishment comes in many forms. The most obvious and basic is food. Consistent 
access to healthy food is fundamental for everybody. 

We know 1 in 6 of our neighbors, including 1 in 5 children, in Southeast Nebraska 
face hunger and food insecurity. Learning on an empty stomach is like trying to 
write without using letters. Without the basics, it’s a constant struggle.  

Thank you for your support of our mission, vision and values. Together we are 
nourishing our communities to end hunger through food, support, education and 
compassion. 
		

With gratitude,

Michaella Kumke
President & CEO
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Wednesday, September 9
Enjoy a meal, drink or dessert (or all three!) at participating 
food and beverage establishments, and a portion of the day’s 
sales will be donated to the Food Bank of Lincoln. 
These dollars will turn into nourishing meals for neighbors 
facing hunger in Southeast Nebraska.

View the list of participating locations at lincolnfoodbank.org.



Where does the Food Bank’s food 
come from?

Food donations from retailers, manufacturers, food drives and 
friends like you help connect neighbors to a variety of grocery 
items. During FY26, about 63% of our food distributed was 
donated. 

Financial contributions enable the Food Bank to purchase 
nourishing foods. This purchasing power helps us secure nutritious items, promoting variety, consistency and cultural 
familiarity across menus. In FY26, about 26% of our distributed food was purchased. 

Federal nutrition programs, such as The Emergency Food Assistance Program (TEFAP) and Commodity Supplemental 
Food Program (CSFP) connected the Food Bank with about 11% of our food distributed in FY26. These federal 
resources not only provide stability for food banks but, through USDA purchases, also create dependable markets for 
U.S. farmers and producers. 

Food Bank FAQFood Bank FAQ

Several years ago, Madison Pitsch was looking at 
a Food Bank Facebook post about how we needed 
volunteers to load food bags into cars, and thought, 
“Well, that’s so easy even I can do it.” 

What followed was a lightbulb moment for the 
Channel 10-11 Evening Anchor.

“It is so easy I can do it, and therefore I must do it,” 
she thought. “A healthy community requires all of 
us participating, and if that was loading bags into 
cars, that was what I needed to do. I had the time, 
energy and capability, so why not?”

And now, Pitsch is one of our most dedicated Thursday morning volunteers, guided by friends and faith.

“I am a religious person,” she said. “I’ve found after a few years that packing carrots, looking for expiration dates while 
sorting, and working the front desk is a form of worship for me. It’s a way I can put love, care and respect for others 

into action. What’s the point of saying you love and care for someone without 
doing anything to show it?”

She shows it again and again. Pitsch and co-anchor Nathan Brennan were kind 
enough to help serve soup at our Empty Bowls event in May.

“Of course, I care greatly about the cause. Food is so basic,” Pitsch said. “But 
when I got to the Food Bank, I realized it was a lot more than an ideological 
pursuit for me. I deeply enjoy the people I have volunteered with. They’re 
great fun, and people I probably wouldn’t have crossed paths with otherwise. 
Plus, my Thursday morning group has really shown me the beauty of a 
‘retired person break.’ What an incredible thing!”

What an incredible friend. Thanks for all you do to support our work, Madison.

Madison Pitsch volunteering in the Food Bank of Lincoln’s Scott Young Hunger Solutions Center. 

10/11 co-anchors Madison Pitsch and Nathan Brennan 
at the Empty Bowls Luncheon on May 26, 2026. 

Three primary sources compose our food supply, and each plays 
a significant role in ensuring reliable access to meals: donations, 
purchases and government. 

Dine Out to Help Out
Wednesday, September 9
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Grounded in a neighbor-centered approach and informed by the Bridges Out of Poverty framework, the Food Bank of 
Lincoln’s FY27-29 Strategic Plan seeks to answer one central question:

Food for Today, Fuel for Tomorrow
Our Strategic Plan for FY27-29

How might we, in this moment of rising demand and shifting resources, ensure neighbors 
across our 16 counties have dignified, equitable access to nutritious food? 

The plan is guided by five Strategic Directions, each named for one of our core values—Diversity, Responsibility, 
Collaboration, Compassion and Education. Together, these directions reflect the principles that shape both our day-to-
day work and our long-term vision.

By focusing on these priorities, we are strengthening our ability to connect neighbors with nutritious food in ways that 
are equitable, sustainable, data-informed and rooted in dignity—today and for tomorrow.

Compassion

Responsibility
Maximize existing 

resources and 
anticipate changes 

to ensure long-
term sustainability.

Put people first, 
in everything, and 

always with dignity.

Diversity
Identify and reduce 
barriers that limit 
access to stability-

enhancing resources.

Collaboration
Co-create a dignified 
Food Bank experience 
alongside neighbors, 

partners and community 
members to ensure 

neighbors are served 
how they want to be 

served.

Elevate data, 
technology and 

education to advocate 
for equity-focused 

processes and 
policies.

Education
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This institution is an equal opportunity provider.
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8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Monday-Friday


